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2013 vintage, a growing year and harvest like the old times

Yes, 2013 will be remembered as a “harvest from the past,” since in this new millennium we had become used 

to weather patterns that have been decidedly different from those experienced in the season just concluded. 

We went through a rainy spring, cold and quite lengthy, then a summer that was not too hot, followed by a 

harvest period enlivened by contrasting spells of rain and sun.

The start of vine growth for the cortese grapes occurred later than in previous growing years, and in weather 

conditions that were truly challenging; the various vineyard operations became much more difficult than 

usual and required us to expend greater resources.  

With respect to the health of the grapes, the battle against infection was not easy. Conditions favoured 

the spread of downy mildew (peronospora), which is usually not a problem in our area, as well as powdery 

mildew (oïdium), but we gave correspondingly greater attention to environmental sustainability by working 

the soil in full respect for its biological fertility, without resorting to use of fungicides on the fruit.     

The flowering period was lengthy; summer didn’t bring any real heat waves, but September brought worries 

that we hadn’t seen for quite some time.

In fact, instead of bringing in the grapes in early September, as we usually do, this year the harvest was 

pushed back to the end of the month, more than two weeks later than the 2012 harvest. It was certainly a 

different way to experience and consider the harvest, and one that was quite satisfying!

The hard work in the vineyards paid off. Our deep understanding of each vineyard parcel rewarded us with 

grapes that were healthy, sound, and beautiful, with lower alcohol levels than in recent years, and with an 

aromatic complexity and overall quality consistency that really excited us. So we can call it a longer year, 

but one that was more normal, with our vineyards showing off their quality potential to the fullest degree 

possible. 
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